In general terms it can be said that the method is indicated in minor surgery, in chronic disease of kidneys, lungs, circulatory system; in septicaemia, shock, haemorrhage, obstructive jaundice and cachectic states. Also it is a substitute for general anaesthesia in neck operations, particularly goitre and tracheotomy. The method, in the main, is not suitable for babies or very young children.
In the choice of a method of anaesthesia, the vitality of the organs on which life depends must be considered, and the use of any method is justified only after assessment of the load it will add to the vital organs as a system. In regional anaesthesia the main effects are limited to a relatively small portion of the body, leaving intact the central nervous system, upon the integrity of which depends the continuance of all the vital functions of the economy.
Eegional anaesthesia is not dangerous to life and, therefore, is a necessity for the poor surgical risk.
As regards post-operative complications, regional anaesthesia does not abolish the ever-present risk of pulmonary embolism, but it dismisses the opportunity for pulmonary complications by * Bead at a meeting of the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society of Glasgow on 18th March, 1932 
